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 ARCHETHICS 
The history of Europe has generated an
heritage that sometimes is controversial
and complex due to belonging to
totalitarian regimes or
contentious borders. 
This heritage has been called
“Dissonant”, addressing the problematic
link between the physical elements like
architecture, neighbourhoods,
monuments, urban public spaces, and the
historical and political values those
elements represent.

D I S S O N A N T  E U R O P E A N  H E R I T A G E
A S  L A B O R A T O R Y  O F  D E M O C R A C Y

A R C H E T H I C S  N e t w o r k  o p e n s  a  d e p t h
r e f l e c t i o n  o n  t h e  D i s s o n a n t  H e r i t a g e
p r e s e n t  i n  m a n y  E u r o p e a n  c i t i e s .  
T h e  N e t w o r k  a l l o w s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  c o m p l e x
a n d  d i v e r s e  h i s t o r y  o f  E u r o p e  ( f o c u s i n g
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o n  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y )
a n d ,  t h r o u g h  a  c r i t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e
p a s t ,  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o  p r o m o t e
d e m o c r a c y  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y .  

W o r k i n g  o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  h e r i t a g e
p r o v i d e s  a  s p a c e  f o r  d i a l o g u i n g  a b o u t
t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  a n d
f o s t e r i n g  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o c i e t y ,
u r b a n  a n d  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
c u l t u r a l  t o u r i s m ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .



Challenges
t o  m a k e  d i s s o n a n t  h e r i t a g e
o p e n  t o  a l l  c i t i z e n s ,
d e v e l o p i n g  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e s
t o  g a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  n e e d s ,
c u l t u r a l  s e n s i t i v i t i e s  a n d
e t h i c s ;
t o  d e s i g n  e f f e c t i v e  u r b a n
p o l i c i e s  f o r  a  s u s t a i n a b l e
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  f o r  t h e
a d a p t i v e  r e u s e  o f  t h e
d i s s o n a n t  h e r i t a g e  t h r o u g h  a
m u l t i - p e r s p e c t i v e  a p p r o a c h
( i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l ,
i n t e r c u l t u r a l  a n d  g e n d e r
b a l a n c e ) ;
t o  a t t r a c t  i n v e s t o r s  a n d
f u n d i n g  f o r  b u i l d i n g
r e d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t e m p o r a r y
u s e ,  i n n o v a t i v e  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e
m a n a g e m e n t  m o d e l s .



Objectives
e n h a n c e  d i s s o n a n t  h e r i t a g e  a s  a
n o n - d i v i s i v e  e l e m e n t  o f  u r b a n
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  b u t  a s  a  s t a r t i n g
p o i n t  f o r  s h a p i n g  n e w  d e m o c r a t i c
i d e n t i t i e s ;
g e n e r a t e  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o n  h o w  s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n a g i n g
d i s s o n a n t  h e r i t a g e ;
a c t i v a t e  u r b a n  c o m m u n i t y  l a b s
a r o u n d  E u r o p e a n  c o m m o n  v a l u e s ;
o p e n  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e
D i s s o n a n t  H e r i t a g e  a s  a n
i n v e s t m e n t  a t t r a c t i o n  a n d  a  d r i v e r
f o r  l o c a l  t o u r i s t i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l
d e v e l o p m e n t .

T h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f
A R C H E T H I C S  t o  d i s s o n a n t

h e r i t a g e  a t  E U  L e v e l

A R C H E T H I C S  w i l l  d e v e l o p  
a  m e t h o d  f o r  m a n a g i n g  

d i s s o n a n t  h e r i t a g e
t h r o u g h  t h e  U R B A C T  m e t h o d

t h a t  i n v o l v e s  l o c a l
s t a k e h o l d e r s  &  c o m m u n i t i e s
f o r  c o - d e s i g n i n g  I n t e g r a t e d

A c t i o n  P l a n s  a n d  t e s t i n g
a c t i v i t i e s .



S a l v a t o r e  S e t t i s  -  a n  I t a l i a n  a r c h a e o l o g i s t
a n d  a r t  h i s t o r i a n  c o n c l u d e s  h i s  b o o k
“ A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  D e m o c r a c y ”  t r a c i n g
a  l i n k  b e t w e e n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  c i t i z e n s h i p
a n d  e t h i c s :

“ T h e  u r b a n  l a n d s c a p e
c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  f u l l
e x e r c i s e  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s :
t h e  r i g h t  t o  c i t y ,  t h e
r i g h t  t o  n a t u r e ,  t h e  r i g h t
t o  c u l t u r e . ”



Project Dimensions
Architecture, People, History and
Ethics are the four project dimensions
to explore the potential of dissonant
heritage.
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Leipzig D
The former Matthäikirchhof
area with the Stasi
headquarter of East
Germany (1958-1989).

Leros EL, 
Several layers of

Dissonant heritage in 100 years.

1958 – 1994  
psychiatric hospital 
installed in Leros

communist period in AlbaniaDissonant Heritage of fascist regime 

13th century

Vila Nova de Cerveira PT
“Castelo of D. Dinis - Castelo
de Cerveira”

Beginning of the 20th
century, the Castle
was used by militaries

1980 - 2008
transformed
into a luxury

hotel, but again
it was

abandoned

Italian occupation 
of Porto Lago (Lakki)
1912 – 1943

1943 – 1945 -
Second War
World: 
Nazi Germany
occupation

1922-1945

Cesena IT
Buildings for educational
purpose, for
work and after work and
war infrastructures (air raid
shelters

1936 – 1939

Betera ES
air-raid shelter the
defensive line of Puig-
Carasols trenches

Spanish Civil War

1944 -1990

Permet AL
Congress Building - (1944),
military remains II World
War/ Communism period

Gdansk PL
Grunwald Residential District
(1947) and the Maritime
Cultural Centre (1956) in
Nowy Port

1945 -1989
social realism period 

Krakow PL
“Nowa Huta” district (1949)
for the Steel Factory
workers

Kazanlak BL
The Buzludzha Monument
1981-1989, built for propaganda  
of Bulgarian Communism

1989



Change makers for dissonant heritage: the case study of
Buzludzha Project
Dora Ivanova, member of ICOMOS, CEO and founder of
Buzludzha Project Foundation 

An overview of the dissonant history in Gdansk and Europe
Prof. Jacek Friedrich, University of Gdansk 

Multilayer dissonant heritage in Gdansk, focusing on the
ARCHETHICS target areas
Prof Piotr Lorents - Municipality of Gdansk 

The Gdansk experience on storytelling and civic engagement
Iga Perzyna, Stowarzyszenie Inicjatywa Miasto (City Initiative
Association), ULG coordinator 

Exploring Communication concepts for inclusive and engaging
appreciation of dissonant heritage
Sandra Rainero, URBACT ad hoc expert 10:30 – 10:45
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