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1.1 - Diversity of terms / concepts used by architectural policies across Europe
(the distribution of the terms may not correspond to its location)
(image: Jodo Bento).
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EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE POLICY
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Institutional actors

Ministries responsible for architectural policy
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(a) Also designated as Ministry of Culture, Education and/or Arts.
(b) Also designated as Ministry of Environment and Urban Development and / or Regional Development.
(c) Also designated as Ministry of Infrastructures/Transports and/or Building / Housing.

NOTE: The present table is a generalization. In some cases, it does not correspond exactly to the name of the Ministry.
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State/Region

State Architects (Chief Government Architects)

Position

| 2023

Unit/0ffice
7

Brussels-Capital (BE) g?;ﬁ;ggem Perspective Brussels E?élfm@ft?fgr[\n[\g?itre 1 (Cc))l;fﬁiig)e
® Flanders (BE) g?;ﬁ;ggent Presidency of Ministers /Elﬁznf?iitsehc?'?gaerzqnment 29 (Cc))?fti?:ge
Hungary grgﬁftect Ministry of the Interior /I}\I?c;[;\ci)tneacltghci)?;ice ) I(gzir.f;i;rtment)
® Ireland State Office of Public Works (OPW) ~ Architectural Services. 90 I(S?S:rtment)
Gormment QopalSovermeniReal o BoadefGoverment | go nade
Scotland g?;ﬁftect Built Environment Directorate dAir\i:iZii;icture & Place 8 I(gis\jr?s?crn)
Sweden O Etrimtect gSitlic?i?i:;l Er?c?rglsrinwr?gsmg' State Architect 2 (25)* I(g‘is\jr(ijs?on)
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State Architects (Chief Government Architects)

~

| 2025

State/Region Ministry/Institution Unit/Office Staff

Srussls-Capial (BE) et perspectve Brussels foehy D

® Estonia Srtél;ﬁect Iée;r;t;idand Spatial Development Sgi;ﬁ%;csseﬁiﬂ:g ) I(gzgj;rtment]
Flanders (BE) o g;ro;:i;gglent Presidency of Ministers Elr?::nl;‘iitsehctG'I?:ae;:mem 22 (C‘):,L;ftiiig)e
Hungary ggﬁftect Ministry of the Interior Efgmpeacltghci)i;ice ] I(Szilf;rtmem]

® |reland S:c?}:?tect Office of Public Works (OPW) Architectural Services 90 I(gzi[(}j;rtment)
il e ot N L 18
Scotland ;Cﬂ:\rcizﬁftect Built Environment Directorate Qir\,rcizii;?chre & Place 8 I(g‘is\,ir(ijseion)
Sweden i:grﬁtect gﬁfligir:g Er?srgle?ri nl?s;sing State Architect 2 (25)* I(Sis\aifidseion)
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Non-profit organizations / associations
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. Departments with CAUEs Departments without CAUEs

The 93 French CAUE, 2017
(Source: FNCAUE, 2023)

LandLuft BUILDING CULTURE GOOD EXAMPLES PROJECTS OFFER ABOUT US Q

The new LandLuft film by Robert Schabus is a
source of ideas for good building culture and
land-saving local development.

® @ o .

® LandLuft promotes building culture in rural areas. The

association supports municipalities and decision-makers in
making their places livable through awareness-raising,

education and networking.

What's going on?

_ |
[

7
Speakers (Realtek(R) Audio): 6%
SR i
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Policy committees / advisory boards

Regional Observatory for the Quality of Architecture and Urban Planning, Campania / Italy (2020)
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Official documents on architectural policy

[2023]

UNITED
KINGDOM

PORTUGAL

‘ LUXEMBURG

PZEC H
REPUBLIF‘

BULGARIA

CAMPANIA |lIT.l

. Have a policy

Planning to have

. Not planning to have
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Official documents on architectural policy

[2025]

PORTUGAL

CZECH

RO ATIA

SERBIA

BULGARIA

CAMPANIA (IT) h

. Have a policy

Planning to have

. Not planning to have
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Policy documents on architectural policy

Types of official documents on architecture policy:

a) Legislation (France, Lithuania, IT Campanian, ES Catalonia, Spain, Sweden)

b) Comprehensive policy
(Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Fl Eastern Finland, FI Hame, FI Helsinki-
Uusimaa, Fl Satakunta, Fl Southwest Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg,

The Netherlands, Portugal, Serbia, Slovenia, Switzerland, UK Scotland, UK Northern Ireland, Iceland and

Norway)

c) Sectorial policy (BE Brussels-Capital, BE Flanders, BE Wallonia, UK England, UK Wales)

Architecture Policies in Europe



Types of official documents on architectural policy

[2023]

PORTUGAL

REPUBLIC

e
¢

CAMPANIA ITH Ih

. Legislation
. Comprehensive policy

Sectoral policy

. Legislation + Comprehensive policy
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Types of official documents on architectural policy

[2025]

PORTUGAL

CZECH
REPUBLIC

CAMPANIA (ITY E

. Legislation

. Comprehensive policy
Sectoral policy

. Legislation + Comprehensive policy
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Architectural policy budget
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a) Including architectural and cultural heritage policy.
b) Estimated annual budget for architectural and design promotion.

¢) Annual budget for a policy educational project (2023-25)
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Germany

Serbia

Spain

AT Carinthia
Switzerland

IT Campania

ES Catalonia
Austria

Slovenia

Czech Republic
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Hungary
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Fl Helsinki-Uusimaa
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BE Brussels-Capital
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Municipal architectural policies

ARCHITECTURE POLICY FOR
COPENHAGEN 2017-2025

P Arkitekturpolitikk for Oslo
En baerekraftig by det er godt & leve |

23% no information
(66 municipalities)

RN

27% do not plan to have

(78 municipalities)

STOCKHOLMS ARKITEKTURPOLICY

15% with architecture policy

(44 municipalities)

35% in development
(102 municipalities)

Swedish municipalities with an architectural policy (44)

or developing one (102)

Hjorring

Aalbor;
5

Skive Randers

Viborg

Herning Arhus

Silkeborg
Helsmg«ar ';

Odd
Horsens <

< = Holbzek

Vejle
)
Kolding Kerteminde

\

Esbjerg -
Middelfart

Faaborg-
Midtfyn

o Svendborg

-«
b\a

Do
AN

Haderslev

Senderborg

Danish municipalities with an architectural policy (41)

Fredensborg

&— Hgje Taastrup

“"”d ,

Albertslund
Ballerup
Dragor
Frederiksberg
Fureso
Gentofte
Gladsaxe
Kgbenhavn
Lyngby-Taarbzaek
Rudersdal
Rodovre
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Specific initiatives and actions

What specific initiatives / actions have been undertaken in support of the policy and/or Council Resolution

on architecture quality in urban and rural environments (2001/C 73/04) objectives in terms of:

Improving knowledge and promotion of architecture, urban design, landscape and cultural heritage

(e.g. publications, practice guides, cases studies, web portals)?

- Promoting awareness among the general public in appreciation of architectural, urban and landscape
culture (e.g. exhibitions, events, festivals, financial support to cultural organizations, programmes

grants)?

- Promoting awareness and training among contracting authorities (e.g. conferences, workshops,

design support, specialized training)?

- Fostering a culture of best practice in procurement of architectural projects (e.g. awards, support for

organizing design competitions, design advisory boards)?

- Fostering exchange of information and experience in the field of architecture and architectural

procurement (e.g. advocacy, meetings, design awards, partnerships)?

Architecture Policies in Europe



European typology of urban design governance tools
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(Image: Matthew Carmona, 2023)

Analysis tools — evidence
about how and with what
consequences the built
environment is shaped.
Information tools —
dissemination of knowledge
about good (or poor) design
practices and processes.
Persuasion tools — actively
make the case for particular
design responses in a
proactive manner.

Rating tools - allow
judgements about design
quality to be made ina
systematic and structured
manner.

Support tools — directly
assisting or enabling design /
development teams with
particular projects.
Exploration tools - hands-on
design investigations and
community engagement.
Guidance tools — formally set
out operational design
parameters to direct the
design of development.
Incentive tools — direct and
indirect economic stimulation
by the state.

Control tools — development-
and construction-related
regulation and decision-
making
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EUROPEAN UNION POLICIES ON ARCHITECTURE

Resolution on Architectural Quality in Urban and Rural Environments (2001)
Hereby encourages the Member States to:

¢ intensify their efforts to improve the knowledge and promotion of architectural and
urban design, and to make contracting authorities and the general public more aware
of and better trained in appreciation of architectural, urban and landscape culture;

e take into account the specific nature of architectural service in the decisions and

measures which require it;

e promote architectural quality by means of exemplary public building policies;

o foster the exchange of information and experience in the field of architecture.

Conclusions on Architecture: Culture’s Contribution to Sustainable Development
(2008)

Calls on Member States and the Commission (...), to:

e help develop the economic growth and employment potential of architecture, as a
creative, cultural industry,

e promote education in architecture and heritage, and in the living environment, in
particular through artistic and cultural education,

Analysis

Information

INFORMAL TOOLS

Persuation

Rating

Support

Exploration

FORMAL TOOLS

© e 2
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Implementation progress of architectural policies in Europe

EU Council EU Council Davos Baukultur EU Council
Resolution Conclusions Declaration Conclusions
2001 2008 2018 2021
[
15 | | | | 36
| | I |
| | | 33
30 I | I I
| | I |
I | I |
25 I | I |
| | | |
I | : |
20 : : [ :
I | I |
| | 18 | |
15 | | I |
I | I |
I I : I
10 : : | :
| | I |
| 8 | I |
5 : [ : [
1 | : | :
0 I | I |
>
= o o w (5] [=] [ = w 28] = [ ] =T 0w [=5] (=] ] = [{s] o (=] (o] =
= as] (=] 2] (=8 [=2] [=7] (=] [=2] [=7] = o (=] = [==] i i b L i [ ] [n] (]
[22] (sp] o [=2] (=] [=2] [=7] (=] [=2] [=7] = [==] (=] = [==] (=] = o (=] = [=] (=] (=]
- — Eal - - b | - - ~ - o] (3] (] o (] (o] o (] (o] o] (o] (o] (]
| France MNetherlands, Estonia, Ireland, Brussels-Capital (BE), Germany
MNorway, Finland, Luxembourg, Satakunta (Fl), Helsinki- Spain
Sweden, England Lithuania, Uusimaa (Fl), Latvia, Croatia, Serbia
(UK), Flanders (BE), Southwest (FI), Czech Republic, Hungary,
Scotland (UK) MNorthern Ireland Portugal, Austria, Wallonie
(UK), Wales (BE), Catalonia (ES),
(UK), Denmark, Slovenia, Campania (IT),
Hame (FI), Switzerland, Carinthia (AT)
lceland
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Study on architectural policies in Europe

Key insights:

The importance of governmental leadership for creating the conditions within which a high quality built

environment can flourish
Architectural polices are having substantial impacts on design governance processes, namely improving
policy coordination, facilitating cross-sectoral collaboration across and beyond public administrations, and

enabling a diversity of tools and initiatives promoting best practices and fostering a placemaking culture

There is a need of better policy integration. Sectors keep having difficulties in leaving behind their own

silos and making use of spatial visions
The lack of funding of most policies reduces/limits their impact extent in design governance processes

Difficulties in implementing initiatives and actions without appropriate level of resources

Architecture Policies in Europe



Please do not hesitate to contact the ACE Secretariat to request hard copies of the study.

ACE will be happy to send them to you by post:

info@ace-cae.eu
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Architects’ Council of Europe Rue Paul Emile Janson, 29

Council des Architectes d’Europe B-1050 Brussels
o +32 25431140
info@ace-cae.eu

. ace-cae.eu

Thank you

for your attention

Joao Bento

jbento@Inec.pt
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